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X HE advocates of an Union complain that the ques- 
tion is not fairly difcuSTed — that the voice of reafon is 
drowned in popular clamour— -they demand cool, dif- 
paffionate, enquiry ; and they befceclv you not to pre- 
judge them and their fyftem. Are they fincere when 
they defire you to deliberate and then to decide foryour- 
felves and your pcfterity"? Or do they wiSh toamufe 
you into Silence, until they Shall have decided for you, 
and in your name, and until all effectual means of pre- 
vention Shall have part irrevocably away ? 

When, how, and by whom, has this meafure been 
propofed, and has it been introduced merely upon its 
merits, and has it appealed folely to your reafon ? Try 
the fincerity of its advocates, and the juftnefs of their 
complaints, by thefe Simple and fair refts. 

As to the time of the meafure: — Was it ever known 
that the period of war was deemed a fit feafbn to cm- 
bark in laborious and interfiling details upon Speculative 
projects of political improvement ? How many weeks 
have elapfed fince every man was branded as a republi- 
can, who prefumed, at fuch a period, to fiiggeft the 
flighted change in our conflitution ? And fhall the very 
men who affixed the brand, themfelves without fufpi- 
cion, now propofe, admittedly, the mod important in- 
novation that ever was projected in this country ? The 
plea of neceffity cannot be reforted to for a difcuflion, 
in every refpect obvioufly unfeafonable and pernicious. 
For it jsadmitted by the ableft and mod Strenuous advo- 
cates of an Union, that its b:neficial effects mud be 
flow and gradual ; and it is no where contended, that 
it will pour any fudden balm into our wounds — except, 
indeed, upon its final rejection ; and it is manifeft, that 
even the moft temperate difcuflion of fuch a fubject, 
mult at prefent open and inflame them. 

If then, an Union propofes no immediate and fpeedy 
relief from our calamities, and is reforted to merely 
for its future and diftant effects ; why, I afk, has the 
nation, under its prefent circumstances, been tortured 
by the difcuflion ? Why was the crifis of. agony Select- 
ed as the moment moft propitious to deliberation ? Ma- 
nifestly, my countrymen, that you might not deliberate. 



That impudent ' falShood might proclaim your aflent, 
while terror and dil'may,-and perhaps aftonifhment. -at 
fuch effrontery, kept you filent. 

I am not Surprized that thofe who wifhed to Steal away 
your conflitution, Should be mocked and difgufted at 
the clamour which has been raifed againft the detected 
and reprobated fraud.' Stop thief are words which are 
feldom gently or barmonioufly articulated ; and cannot 
be expected to found agreeably in thofe ears againft which 
they are levelled.. I hope, however, notwithstanding 
the faftidious delicacy of certain perfons, that the popu- 
lar outcry will not fuddenly ceafe ; that it will be con- 
tinued until the knaviSh project be finally abandoned-; 
or your conflitution fully fecured againft fo wicked an 
aggreflion. 

If the time- of the meafure be fufpicious, is there 
any counterpoife from the manner in which it was in- 
troduced, or the Gentlemen TJfhers. who introduced it ? 
A meafure propofed for the avowed purpofe of cement- 
ing two nations in a lafting Union of interefts and af- 
fections, one wouldhave imagined, fhould have proceed- 
■ ed from • the nations themfelves.- At lead: popular and 
refpected characters Should have recommended it,* and 
the fentiments and feelings of the public been confulted 
and confidered, before any fuch project was avowed in 
Parliament; No fuch procefs.- The meafure is decided 
upon in the Britifh Cabinet. Men of Parliamentary 
ihtcreft iiT Ireland are commanded to appear at St. 
James's — not to give their opinions, but to make their 
terms, and receive their instructions.- A pamphlet is 
written- by an Englishman, under the aufpices, almoft 
by the dictation, of Government ; and circulated gra- 
tuitously, and with much induftr'y, through the nation. 
I am at a lofs to know what degree of gratitude we ow.e 
for this involuntary fervice. In this pamphlet (from 
which the Minifter feems to have borrowed all his no- 
tions about the ftate of Ireland) you are pretty plainly 
told, that you ate not fit for liberty; and the Parlia- 
ment is told that the only atonement it can make for its 
manifold fins, and wickednefs, is by fuicide. The au- 
thor or editor of this performance, is unfortunately too 
well known to you. Being himfelf at once caufe, proof, 
and herald, of that profligacy for which he would at- 
taint your Parliament, and extinguish your Conftitu- 
tion ; it was, I prefurne, conceived, that his teftimo- 
ny upon that Subject would be conclusive. Our Parlia- 
ment, thank heaven, has refuted the calumny. But 
theyflill owe Something to the feelings of an indignant 
people. . It remains to punifh it. 

But was the meafure, announced as it was upon the 
very eve of its being Submitted to Parliament, fairly laid 
before the public, for calm difcuflion, even during the 
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fhort interval between the time, when it was deemed evi- 
dence of a tieafonabledifpofition to impute it to govern- 
ment, and the actual propounding it in Parliament ? 
Have its advocates juft grounds for faying itcame re- 
commended purely by its intrinfic merit, and appealed 
folely to the difpaffionate and unbiaiTed understanding of 
the nation ? Have they a right to complain that a free, 
fair, and difmterefted difcuffion, has not taken place? 

One would have imagined, that the tenor of thatmi- 
litary'governmerit, which continues even ftill to joftle 
our judges from their feats, was a fufficicnt impediment 
to popular meetings not convened by the caftle. One 
would have imaginedthat the daily trial of men not fub- 
ject to the mutiny act, for political offences, by court- 
martial, contrary to every principle of our laws and 
conftitution, and in defiance of the declared and known 
opinion of the Court of King's Bench, wouldhave ope- 
rated fufficiently, to have fuppreffed the public feuti- 
ment. It is riot uncharitable to prefume, that this mon- 
flrous and unprecedented jurifdidtion, has been conti- 
nued in ufe and practice for that purpofe, there not being" 
•the flighteft neceflity for fo deadly a violation of right, 
or any' other aflignable motive for its ftrange and prepof- 
terous continuance. One would imagine that the fuf- 
penfion of the habeas corpus act, the unfparing exercife 
of the uncontrolled powe'r of government over perfonal 
liberty, and the menacing anxiety with which this ques- 
tion has been prefled forward, would have operated fuf- 
ficiently. But more pointed and direct efforts were 
deemed neceffary. Sheriffs were induced or intimidated 
to prevent county meetings, and military commanders 
threaten to difperfe all bodies of citizens, who fhall trea- 
fonably aflemble to qu<;ftion the right of an'Englifh 
Minifter to inflict upon us the blcffings of a Legiflative 
Union. 

But has Parliament itfelf been fuffered todKcufs this 
meafure with freedom? Moft unqueftionably not. The 
Minifter has openly exerted the whole patronage of" Ire- 
land to induce your Reprefenta.fi ves to belie their fentf- 
merits .arid betray their country. The difmiffal of offi- 
cers of the crown, for pailiamentary oppofition upon 
ordinary occafions, may at lea ft be reconcikd to the re- 
cent practice of our conftitution. But is this on ordi- 
nary occafion, or within the fpirit or principle of that 
practice ? -A meafure proceeds from the Minifter, upon 
which he fays he wifhes tc take the un.biaffed fenfe of 
Parliament. He affumes the competency of that Par- 
liament, to alter and new-model the whole frame of the 
Government arid Conftitution; but admits that .the 
folemnand decifive meafure ought net to be carried into 
effect contrary to the wifhes and feelipgs of the nation ; 
but he' again aflert's, that the Representative body fur- 
nifhes a fair criterion of the public fent intent. 

Suppofe his principles all admitted :— Dees it not clear- 
ly and inconteftibly follow, that upon fuch an cccafiqn 
peculiarly, thf Reprefentatiye, even tho' a placeman, 
ihould be free and unbinffed ? Can" he at one and the 
fame time reprefsrr the Minifter and ; his Conftituents, 



when the avowed purpofe of reforting to him is to difco- 
ver whether the latter agrees in fentiment with th« for- 
mer ? Can the Reprefentative fairly communicate ei- 
ther with his own fentiments, or- thofe of the public, 
when he is imperatively told, that he muft forfeit his of- 
fice, if he differs from the Minifter ? Is the facrifice 
of 3000I. per annum a neceffary teft of the finctrity of 
an anti-union member ; and is the gain of fo much, no 
imputation upon the honefty and ftneerity of his oppo- 
nent ? 

The Minifter talks of the fmall majority againft the 
meafure : — I venture to affert, that no occurrence ever 
fo aftonifhed him, as that there was any majority—- 
Much as he defpifes, and loudly as he calumniates, our 
Parliament, it has furnifhed him with an example of vir- 
tue, upon which, from any thing'within his experience, 
he could not calculate. It is not, however, to his tafte. 
I dare fay He calls it Boeotian dullnefs. Having ifftied his 
commands to difmifs every refractory placeman, and to 
treat with every ductile expectant, he would have rec- 
koned upon a majority, if the meafure had been an 
avowed, and not a difguifed annihilation of our trade 
and conftitution. 

But does the^ Minifter really believe that only a fmall 
majority differed in their hearts from him ? He knows 
in his heart the contrary. He knows that many who 
voted for him, or for their places,, expreffed the moft 
decided difapprobation of the meafure. His manager 
here can tell, if he communicates the truth, that tho 
triumph of the treafury bench, at being defeated, could 
not be difguifed. He could command the votes of place- 
men, but he could not govern rheir feelings. Many of 
them openly acknowledge the motive or their compli- 
ance. They prefer the leffer to the greater marhe. 

At a crifis, my countrymen, whenfo much active and 
difinterefted. virtue'has been displayed, we ought' rather 
to companionate, than condemn, the ordinary frailty 
of human nature.. All men are not boin to be heroes. 
I pity, the man, who, having no means of fupportfor 
hirnfelf and his family, but the emolument of an of- 
fice which he has long enjoyed, and filled with charac- 
ter, and who now isfuddenly called upon to choofe be- 
tween famine raid difgrace. / know thai many fuch 
men would, in the progrefs of this biifinefs, if it had 
proceeded, have redeemed their character. I pity this 
fad neceffity under which they acted, and I give credit 
even to their patriotic wifhes,' and future intentions. 
But what fhall we fay to a young Lord who 
ihould dictate fuch terms ? ■ Who ihould in .perfon, 
unfeelingly and imperiodly iffue the cruel .mandate 
to honorable and reverend age, and cxa£l fuch a fa 
crif ce' from the exquifite feelings of private and 
domertic virtue. Loften thoughrthat a tho'rqugl>paced 
politician was the moft cruel and cold-blooded animal in 
exifteiice, A young, thorcugh-paced politician, is a 
rare mynfter. 
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